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Pegislative Assemblp,
Tuesday, 30th October, 1594, °

Tronshipment of cargo from Qcean Steamers to loeal
Penrling Vessela— Leave af Absence — Anglo.Jap-
nuese Treaty—Papers relating to the alienation of
land to the Hompton Pluins Syudicate-—Medical
Bill : second ing-—Railways Act Further Amend.
went Bill: in committea—Insect Pests Rill: in
committee—Dentists Bill: Message from the Tegis.
lative Coung¢il—Municipal Tustitutions Bill: con-
sideration of Legislative Council’s Me: sti-
wales, 18045: Ffurther considered in committes—
Adjourumeunt.

Tre SPEAKER took the chair at
4:30 p.m.

PravYERS.

TRANSHIPMENT OF CARGO TO LOCAL
PEARLING VESSELS. i

Mz. LEAKE, in accordance with notice,
asked the Premier whether the Govern-
ment were aware that cargo was tran-
shipped from steamers on the high seas
to vessels on the pearling grounds, thus
offering unlimited opportuuity for smug-
gling; and whether steps could and
would be taken to inquire inte and
remedy the alleged abuse ¥

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied :—1I believe cargo is transhipped
from steamers to the pearling fleet in
some cases. The practice is not a good
one, as it offers opportunities for smug-
gling ; but, owing to its being a great
convenience to the pearlers, it has not
been stopped. Every precaution pogsible
is tuken to prevent smuggling. I will
make further inquiries into the matter.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On the motion of Mr. A. ForrEesar,
further leave of absence for a fortnight
was granted to the hon. member for
Plantagenet (Mr. Hassell), and, on the
motion of Mr. TravLeN, to the hon.
member for the Irwin (Mr. Phillips),
said to be ilL

ANGLO-JAPANESE TREATY.

Me. ILLINGWORTH, in accordance
with notice, moved “ That this House de-
sires to be directly consulted before the
Glovernment takes any action which will
commit this colony te an acceptance of
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sion to Japauese into British colonies.”
Members would probably have noticed
from the published telegrams that it was
proposed to urge the colonies to give
their agsent fo n clause in this treaty
which contemplated the unrestricted ad- -
mission of Japanese into these colonies.
He did not suppose the Government were
likely to commit this country to such a
proposal without consulting the House,
and his only object was to strengthen
the hands of the Government in the
event of this matter coming up during
the recess,

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he had not heard anything about
this treaty as yet, but he certainly would
not be anxious to do anything to en-
courage an influx of Japanese into the
colony. Should any representations he
made to the Government urging them to
agree to any treaty which would give
these aliens greater rights than they had
at present, so far as coming to this colony
was concerned, he certainly would not
consent to it himself without consulting
the House. There could be no harm in
the hon. member's motion being on record.

Motion put and passed.

ALIENATION OF LANDS T0 THE
HAMPTON PLAINS SYNDICATE.

Me. MORAN, in accordance with
notice, moved ‘ That the whole of the
doenments (including agreement of sale)
relative to the alienation of the Humpton
lands to the Hampion Plaina Syndicate be
laid on the table of the House.” He moved
for these dociiments in the hope that they
might throw somelight astowhathad been
the intentions of the Government and of
the syadicate when the original negotin-
tions for'the sale of these lands were going
on, with regard tothe rights of thecompany
to the gold or other minerals. There was
a good deal of misunderstanding and dis-
satisfaction abroad as to the position of
this syndicate in this respect, and recent
developmeats at Coolgardie had brooght
the question into promunence. The public,
and especially the mining publie, would
like to know what the Government really
did sell to this syndicate—was it the land
alone, or also the mineral rights ? If the
Government alienated the mineral rights

that claunse in the Anglo-Tapanese Treaty | of the Crown to this syndieate, eomtrary
which proposes to give unrestricted admis- | to all British law aund custom, was it
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done knowingly or unwittingly ? Or was
there any idea at the time that there was
auriferous country in this neighbour-
hood ; it there was, was there any special
stipulation made with regard to the rights
of the company to the minerals found
under the s0il 7 These were some of the
questions which were agitating the public
mind, and he moved for these papers in
the hope that they would throw some
light on the subject. There could be no
doubt thar recent developments had
increased the value of this property
tenfold. A few years ago it was in the
wilderness; there was now oun its very
borders the largest consuming population
in the colony, and a railway would soon
go to its very doors. He wished it to be
understood that be was vot actuated by
any spirit of antagonism towards this
svndicate : he reserved any comments he
might have to make until he saw what
their read position is.  Judges in the
other colonies, both in Victoria and
Queensland, bad held that alienation of
Jand from the Crown did not carry with
it any mineral rights. It was also the
unwritten law of the mining world that
the miverals under the soil virtually
helonged to the mining population on the
goil.  He had moved in this matter in
the interests of his constituents, who
were much concerned about the rights of
this syndicate, under their agrecment
with the Grovernment.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forreat)
said the Government would have much
pleasure in laying these papers on the
table if the hon. member wished it. As
a matter of fact they were on the table
already, being incorporated with the
“ Votes and Proceedings” of former years.
The history of the case was well known
to most members. These lands were
originally leased to the company under
the Land Regulations of 1882, under
which lessees holding lands in  that
part of the colony were entitled to
purchase them at 2s. 6d. an acre, any time
within the first seven years of their lease;
and this Hampton Plains syndicate exer-
cised that right of purchase, under a
special agreement, by which a little time
was given them to pay for their land
(216,000 acres), as approved by the Legis-
lature of the day. The hon. member
would find this special agreement in the
“Votes and Proceedings” for the third
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sessivn of 18892, Clause 9 provided that
“No Crown grant for lands purchased
under this agreement shall contain any
reservation of mines of pold, silver, or
other precious metals,” That was what
the Legislative Council of the day was
willing to agree to; but there was a
proviso at the end of the agreement to
the effect that the agreement should be
subject to the asseut and approval of the
Secretary of State for the Colonies, and
also of the Lugislative Council here. The
Legislative Council did approve of it, in-
cluding the clause referred to, as to the
non-reservation of minerals, but the Sec-
retury of State would not approve of this
waiving of the rights of the Crown to the
precious metals. Eventually, however,
the objection of the Secretary of State
was overcome by o provise giving the
gompany the right to acquire certain
uiineral rights on paymeat of a royulty.
They were to pay 2s. an ounce (he thought
it was) Lo the Crown for every ouunce of
gold that they raised. That was the state
of affairs ut the present time. The hon.
member, if he Tooked ut the agreement,
would see that everything was done ad-
visedly and deliberately on the part of
the Legislature of the duy. Of course,
they had no idea at the tiroe that there
was gold there; nor had the company.
The original lessees had acquired this
large aren of pastoral land, as such pro-
perties often were acquired, with the
intention of floating a company and
making some money out of this specula-
tion; and they spent a pood deal of
money (£27,000) in the purchase of the
Jand, and they were in a pretty bad
way, he believed, afterwards, as they
were unable to realise on tle land, as
they had unticipated. He thought they
wure almost in a state of collapse, when
the Coolgardie goldfield was discovered,
much to their surprise, aud the surprise
of everyone. Speaking for himself, he
must say he had been very much
surprised to tind that gold was found so
far to the Bastward; for he had been
under the impression that this Hampion
Plains country was a continuation of the
Northern Eucla plains, and that it was
limestone couniry. Certainly, they had
no idea it was auriferous,

Mr. Moraw: Why did they ask that
there should be no mineral reservation
then ?
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Tae PREMIER. (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
presumed that they thought it would
enable them to float the thing easier, if
they could point out that there was no
reservation by the Crowu of the precious
metals. Howaever, they did not get what
they wanted, and under the subseguent
agreement they had to pay a royalty of
26. or 25. 6d. an ounce. He should like
the hon. member to bear in mind that
these lands were acquirved under the
Land Regulations of the day, and the
only concession which the company
obtained under their special agreement
was a little extension of timne in which to
pay the purchase money, which was a
very la.rge sum. Although he somewhat
regretted the transaction now, he re-
membered very well that this £27,000
was regarded as a very lucky windfall at
the time, and the Government of the day
thought they had doue a good stroke of
business. Of course they knew now it
was hot so, so far as the colony was con-
cerned. It was easy to be wise after the
event. After all, it did not matter much
for the colony who developed the country ;
and he helieved that it was the inten-
tion of this syndicatc to spend a large
amount of capital in developing their
property.

Mr. MORAN =said no one had a
stronger desire than he had that no
injustice should be done to anyone who
had invested money in the purchase of
land in this colony with any bond fide
intention; but there could be no doubt
that this syndicate had secured exception-
ally hiberal conditions. The colony may
not have thought so at the time, but they
could see now that they had made a very
bad bargain for the colony. He knew,
for a fact, that alluvial gold had been
found on this property, and he did not
suppose any royalty had been paid in
respect of it. Some day there would
probably be a “rush ” there, and he was
afraid the company's rights would not
avail them much.

Motion put and passed.

MEDICAL BILL.
SECOND READING.

Mr. JAMES: I beg to move the
second reading of this Bill, which con-
solidates the law relating to medical
practiioners. It makes very few altera.
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tions in the existing Act, which it repeals
—the Medical Ordinance, 1869. Dembers
will vhserve that the Bill provides, in the
first place, for the constitution of a
Medical Board. That Board exists at
present, and the members of it are nomi-
nated by the Governor-in-Council, and
thut system of nomination will still con-
tinue with the new Board. There is no
alteration of the law, 1n fact, in the
whole of this part of the Bill, except as to
some matiers of detaill. The next part
of the Bill provides for the registration
of medical practitioners. A register
already exists, but the Bill goes a little
more into detail than the exiating Ordin-
ance does, Section 11, which deals with
the persons who are entitled to he regis-
tered, s practically the same as the present
law, with the exception of the provision
which requires that the person applying
to he registered shall have yesided m the
colony for at least six months immedi-
ately preceding the date of his application.
This provision is introduced for the
parpose of enabling those who have the
granting of certificates an opportunity of
ascertaining that the applicants are men
of good character, and not blacklegs or
scoundrels. Am I not right in saying that
we have, already, several practitioners
in this colony who would not have
been admitted, it this provision had been
in force? We kuow that a similar pro-
vision exists with regard to the admission
of barristers, and that it has not operated
harshly or worked any injustice, while at
the same timeit has enabled the Barristers’
Board to inquire into the antecedents of
all applicants for admission to the bar,
if they thought it was necessary. I do
1ot see why the same provision should nol
apply to the medical profession. With
this exception the legislution contained
in this part of the Bill is practically the
existing law. Part ITT. of the Bill is new.
It gives power to a coroner, when holding
an inquest, to summon any medical
practitioner residing in the neighbourhood
to assist at the inquiry, if the deceased
person was not attended by a doctor when
he died, ot immediately before he died.
These provisions of the Bill are copied
from the Victorian Aect, and if members
will read these sections they will see their
object. Part IV. of the Bill deals with
miscellaneous matters, including offences
under the Act and the penalties.  Clause
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21 defines these offences, which include the
making of false declarations, fraudulent
representations,and other misdemeanours,
Clause 23 provides that no person who is
-not registered wnder the Act shall be
allowed to practise medicine or swrygery,
or to advertise himself ax such. Sub-
section {3) of this clause aims at the sup-
pression of that class of practitioner who
introduces himself to his vietiins, with
such advertisements as ““Young man! Are
you il}¥” and similar appeals. Clause
24 gives the right to medical practitioners
to sue for fees, and for medicine supplied.
The Bill, as I have said, containg nothing
that is particularly new, cxcept what 1
have referred to. I think members will
admit that there is & growing need for
having some provision for ensuring the
registration of ‘qualified medical prac-
titioners, and having some competent
Board to test thoir qualifications, so
that the public may be protected. I
move that the Bill be rend a second
time,

Mx. R. F. SHOLL: While agreeing
that a Bill of this kind is necessary, in
order to provide that only property
qualified men shall practise medicine, I
think that sub-section (d) of Clause 11,
which insists npon a six meonths resi-
dence in the colony before o medical man
can be allowed to practise his profession,
is going too far. We know that the
Government often have to send to England
for medical officers for some of the out-
lying districts of the colony; in what
position would the Government be in if
these medical men had to wait in the
colony, doing nothing for six months,
before they could enter upon their duties?
This provision would not work so much
hardship in the case of a solicitor or
barrister, because the members of that
profession, while they were waiting to be
admitted, could obtain temporary employ-
ment in the office of some other practising
solicitor. A medical man could not very
well do that. I think, solong as a medical
practitioner coming to the colony has
proper certificates or diplomas that will
satisfy the Medical Board as to his
fitness, that ought to be sufficient, with-
out insisting on his remaining in the
colony for six nonths before he 1s allowed
to practise. I hope that, in committee
on the Bill, that sub-section will be struck
out.
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Mr. TRAYLEN: I heartily hope the
hon. member will be successful in striking
out the sub-section he refersto. Such a
provision would work intolerable hard-
ship. To expect a medical man, however
well qualified, to remain six months in
the colony before he is allowed to earn
anything scems to me altogether un-
called for. 'The analogy is not cowplete
between the position of a medical man
and o barrister. T understand that
the object of preventing a newly arrived
barrister from practising immediately

! upon lis wrrival is to enable bim to

qualify himself for local practice by be-
coming acyuainted with our colonial laws,
which in many respects might be different
from the Scottish or English law, or
wlhatever law he had been accustomed to.
Bui T am vot aware that there iz any
such difference in the treatment of dis-
cases, or in the manifestation of diseases,
Surely it is quite as possible for the
Medical Board to ascertain a nan’s quali-
ficationg in two or three weeks as in six
months? I hope the hon. member for the
Gascoyne will carry his amendment, and
have this provision struck out of the Bill.

M. SOLOMON: Although not opposed
to the Bill, I think we¢ should be very
carefil before we pass Clauses 11 and
12, which appear to me very stringent
clauses. The latter clause gives a power
to the Medical Bowrd which, in my
opinion, no board ought to be allowed to
vxercise. It says: “The name of any
“ person registered under this Act, who
¢ gither before orafter heisregistered shall
“ be convicted in any part of Her Majesty's
*“ dominions or elsewhere of any feleny, or
* misdemeanour, or of any other offence
“ which, in the opinion of the board, ren-
“ders him unfit to practise, or who, after
“ due inquiry, is adjudged by the Board to
“ have been guilty of infatnous conduct in
‘& professional respect, shall he erased
“ from the register.’ 1 think thotisa very
arbitrary pewer o place in the hands of
this bourd; and I hope the hon. member
in charge of the Bill will amend both
these clanses in committee.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH : In committee
1 shall give my strengest vpposition to
the two clauses referred to. Why should
a duly qualified medical mun have o wait
in the colony six months before he can
practise his profession, when the Medical
Board could satisfy themselves as to his
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competency within a week or a fortnight
after his arvival ?  Some of the very best
surgeons from Great Britain might land
in the colony, men whose reputation
might be worth a hundred guineas a week
to them; yet these men, who were an
ornament to their profession, would have
to wait here, kicking their' heels, for six
montbs, before they would be allowed to
give any patient the benefit of their slall
or advice. There is neither justice nor
reason in such a proposal. With regard
toClause 12, it leaves the door open to the
grossest form of persecution, when it
allows this Medical Board to erase 2 man's
name from the register, the board being
the prosecutor and the judge. It is
well known that there generally exists
a considerable amount of petty jealousy
amongst medical men belonging to
different schools of medicine, and this
clause might work the most serious hard-
ship and injustice. I haveknown instances
mysclf, in another colony, where some of
the very best practitioners from Europe
were prevented from practising simply
through a petty feeling of jealousy and
persecution on the part of a Medical
Board. TUnder this clruse any medical
man might be made the victim of the
Medical Bowrd of this colony, who might
have a narvow perception of their duties.
I do not propose to vote against the
second reading of the Bill, but, in com-
mittee, I shall strongly urge upon the
mover of the Bill to make very material
alteratious in both these clauses.

Mzr. JAMES: I should like to point
out that Clause 12 is simply the same
law as exists elsewhere, and to my know-

ledge it never has been abused. Members’

must not forget this: this Medical Board
is not an independent board, but a board
the members of which can be removed at
any time; if they did av unjust act they
would be liable to removal from office.
Motion put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

RAILWAYS ACT FURTHER AMEND-
MENT BILL.

This Bill passed through committce
without discussion or amendment.

INSECT PESTS BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.
Clanses 1, 2, and 3:
Put and passed.

Tnsect Pests Bill.

Clause 4.—Order for destruction of
infected vineyard or orchard:

Me. ILLINGWORTHE said the fourth
sub-section of this clause, which provided
that no appeal should lic from any final
order of a magistrate under this section,
appeared to him to be a very arbitrary
provision. Some magistrates might know
very little about law, and less about insect
pests, and not be endowed with much
sense of justice, and great injury might
be done to an orchard or vineyard pro-
prietor if there was to he no appeal from
the order of & magistrate. Burely, magis-
trates were not so absolutely infallible
that, under this Act, persons should be
amenable to have their properties de-
stroyed, just at the whim of an inspector,
supported by the district magistrate, who
probably knew nothing about the case.
He thought they ought to allow all such
questions to go to the proper tribunal,
the Supreme Court, if necessary. Legis-
lation that did away with the right of
appeal was, he thought, legislation in the
wrong direction, and a dangerous direc-
tion. He moved that sub-section (4) be
struck out.

Tur ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
5. Burt) said he was not much wedded
to this sub-section. If any one thought
this right of appeal would be valuable,
he had wo serious objection fo its being
aliowed in this case, though the result
would be to encourage litigation. For
his own part, he liked to stop litigation
as much as possible, although litigation
suibed his own purpose. But to strike out
the sub-section would not effect the hon.
member’s object, because an appeal would
not lie unless the right of appeal was
specifically given by the Act itself, in so
many words. Of course, there might be
cases in which the Bureaun or an nspector
might be a little severe upon the owner
of u large property, iv ordering its
destruction, and, perbaps, it would De s
well 1o give a right of appeal to the
Supreme Court. He would suggest that
the hon. mewber should withdraw his
amendment to strike out the clause, and
substitute another.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH, at the sugges-
tion of the Attorney General, maved that
the words * No appeal shall lie from any
final” be struck out, and that the words
“The Bureau or any person aggrieved
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may appeal to the Supreme Court from
any” be inserted in lieu thereof. The
sub-section would then rvead: “The
Bureau, or any person aggrieved, wmay
appeal to the Supreme Court from any
order of o Resident Magistrate under this
section.”

Mz. LEAEE said, before the commit-
tee agreed to the amendment it would be
well to consider the scope and the objéct
of the Bill. As he understood it, its
ohject was to prevent the spread of insect
pests and diseases injurious to the health
and growth of fruit trees. In order to
accomplish this end it was necessary to
give certain persons the right to sum-
marily decide what steps should be taken
for that purpose. It might be necessary
to destroy, or it might be necessary to do
something else; but whatever was to be
done must e dope quickly. Time was
the very essence of the remedy. A lot of
fruit trees might be found infected by
that enterprising individual, the codlin
moth, and it would be necessary to destroy
Mr. Codlin straight away, and, unless you
liad summary power to do so, the object
of the Bill wonld be defeated at once. If
yonu gave the owner the right of appealing
against the order for the destruction of
his fruit trees, it simply meant delay, and,
instead of stamping out the disease, you
would be encouraging its propagation. If
they were going to suspend this right to
destroy uh once, the disease might spread
all vver the country before the appeal
could bhe heard. It wonld probably be
two months Before you got your appeal to
the Supreme Court, and, in the meantime,
what was to become of the principal
offender, muamely, the codlin moth? He
would have a chance of sprending himself
all over the country, and, once this arch-
cuemy was let loose, there was an end of
it.  Whilst they were protecting the indi-
vidual, possibly they might be doing great
damage to many others. Anyone import-
ing fruit trees into the colony had the
remedy largely in his own hand, by giving
instructions that none should be sent
except such as were free from disease.

Mze. PIESSE was glad that the member
for Albany had ecalled attention to this
matter. At first sight it did seem a some-
what harsh proceeding to deprive a man
of the right of appealing against an order
to destroy his property; but it -mmust he
borpe in mind that unless this-order--
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which would only be made in very urgent
cases, and as a last resource—were carried
out immediately, the mischief would be
done, and there was no knowing where it
would end. He did not think the clause
would operate as harshly as some members
thought. No doubt there might be
exceptional cvases in which an appeal
ought to lie, but he thought il would be
very rare, because these orders would be
issued by men who had some knowledge
of what was really necessury to be done,
and, acting under their recommendation,
w magistrate, who might not himself
know much about frut diseases, could
not go far astray in making his final
order. If they were going to do any
good at all with this Bill, it would be
necessary o act promptly under it. It
did not apply altogether to trees newly
imported into the colony, but also to
established vineyards and orchards where
discase was kwvown to exist, hut where
the owners took no steps to eradicate it.
The Bill, he thought, was & most neces-
sary one, and one under which there
should be given the most sweeping
pewers to deal with these insect pests,
which were a very serious source of
trouble. If they allowed everyone to
appeal against the order of a magistrate
or an inspector, and action was to he
delayed for two or three months, they
might as well he without the Biil.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH said the hon.
membher evidently had not read the clause,
and the hon. member for Albany seemed
to be equally at fault. The amendment
was intended to attain the very object
which the hon. memher desired—prompt
action on the part of the inspectors, and
not to give time for the codlin moth to
travel about the country. The order to
destroy would be made by the inspector,
and the owner who objected to the order
would apply to the magistrate to prevent
the destruction of his vineyard or orchard,
as the case might be. The magistrate,
who probably would know nothing about
the case, but might sympathise with the
owner, might make an order that the
vineyard or orchard should not be de-
stroyed, and that order would be final,
and there would be no appeal against it,
as the clause now stood. The Bureau or
the inspector would be powerless. The

-object of the amendment was exactly

opposite to what the hon. member was



1210 Dentists Bill.
arguing against. If the hon. member
would only read the clause, he would see
that he was arguing on the wrong side
of the tree.

Mzr. SOLOMON thought the hon.
member for Albany was right in drawing
attention to the danger of delay, in the
event of appeals being allowed. He
agreed with the hon. member that there
ought to be no right of appeal, although
it might cause a little hardship in some
cases. He looked upon discase amongst
fruit {rees much in the same light as scab
amongst sheep. Supposing they had a
law to the effect that any sheep found
with scab on them should bhe destroyed,
wonld they not give an inspector power
to destroy them at onee, although it
might intlict a hardship upon the indi-
vidual owner ? - He did uot see why they
should not act on the same principle
in dealing with disease found in an
orchard or vineyard, if there was no other
remedy.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said no doubt the hon. member
for Nannine was right in his contention,
that the appeal contemplated under this
clause was an appeal against the order of
the magistrate, and the only order that a
magistrate conld make under this section
would be an order restraining the Burean
or the inspestor from destroying. He
thought it would he well to give the
Bureau, or any person aggrieved, a right
to appeal, under the circumstances.

Amendment, put and passed.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 8 to 10 inclnsive:

Put and passed.

Preamble and title:

Apreed to.

Bill reported.

DENTISTS BILL.

NMESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL.

The following Message was received
from the Legislative Council :—
“Mr. Speaker,

“ The Legislative Council acguaints the
“ Legislative Assembly that it has agreed
“to a Bill intituled * An Act to provide
* for the Registration of Dentists,’ subject
“to the amendments contuined in the
“ Schedale annexed; in which amend.-
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“ ments the Legislative Council desires the

.“ concurrence of the Legislative Assembly.

“GE0. SHENTON,
“ President.
* Legislative Council Chamber, Perth,
“30th October, 1894

Schedule of Amendments made by the
Legislative Council in *“ The Dentists
Ban

No. 1.—On page 4, Clause 10, sub-
clause (d), line 1.—8trike out “ ten,” and
insert “ seven ™ in lien thereof.

No. 2.—On page 6, Clause 15.—Add to
the end of the clause, *“ uor to any person
““who nay extract teeth at any place more
“than ten miles from the place of business
‘“of the neurest practising dentist.”

C. LeE S1EERE,
Clerk Legislative Council.

30-10-94.

Ordered—That the consideration in
committee of the foregoing Message be
made an Order of the Day for Thmsda.y,
1st November.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS BILL.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS,

The House went into committee for the
consideration of the amendments (vide
p. 1165 ante) made hy the Legislative
Council in the above Bill:

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
3. Burt) said most of the amendments
were small and unimportant, and one or
two of them had been made, at the in-
stance of the Government, by the Minister
representing the Governmehé in the other
House. Amendment No. 36 raised the
constitutional question upon which the
Speaker had already given his ruling, as
being an amendment that infringed the
privileges of the Assembly. He did not
know that there was any serious objection
to any of the other amendments.

Amendments Nos. 1 to 16, inclusive :

Put and passed.

Amendment No. 17: Clause 69, line
12— After ““blind” insert “or unable to
read or write :”

Tar ATTORNEY GENERAT (Hon.
8. Buwrt) said this clause dealt with the
manner of voting by ballot. At the end
of the clause, as originally proposed,
there was the following proviso :—" Pro-
“vided always, that in the case of any
“person qualified to vote, and who is
“hlind or unable to read, the returning
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“officer shall, in the presence of such
“ gerutineers as are then in attendance,
“ strike through, upon each ballot paper,
“ the names of all persons except such as
“guch person declares his intention of
* yoting for.” The Assembly, in com-
mittee on the Bill, struck out the words
“ or upable to read,” as it was considered
undesirable to allow the returning officer
to interfere in this way with the voting
papers of persons who could not read nor
write, as it destroyed the secrecy of the
ballot. The Council wished to have these
words reinstated in the clause.

Mr. JAMES moved that the amend-
ment be not agreed to. He did not think
the other House could have understood
the object of the Assembly in striking
out these words. -

Question put and passed, and awmend-
ment rejected.

Amendment No. 18: Clanse 82, Sub-
clause (1), paragraph (d), strike ont
“ or horse or carriage hire, or conveyance
by steam or otherwise :"

Mr. LEAKE said this was the clause
dealing with acts of bribery and cor-
ruption at municipal elections. Among
the acts which were deemed to he acts of
bribery was the supplying of an elector
with horse or carriage hire, or other
means of conveyance to the poll. The
question was considerably discussed in
committee, and in his opinivn these words
were very properly allowed to remain in
the clause. Now the other House wanted
them struck out. He did not know
whether members had changed their
views since the question was previously
discussed. He bad not, and he thought
it very desirable that the words should
remain. He would therefore move that
this amendinent be not agreed to.

Mr. JAMES desired to express his
entire concurrence with the amendment.
He had objected to these words when the
clavise was discussed in commmittee. He
thought it was absurd to suppose that a
mant’s vote was influenced by the fact of
his being conveyed to the poll in a vehicle.
Very often an elector was driven to the
poll by one candidate, and, when he got
there, voted for the other candidate. He
thought that in a scattered place like
Perth, where the polling booths were few
and far between, ne possible harm would
arise from allowing electors to be driven
to the poll to record their voles.
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Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) believed that what weighed with
the other House in moving to strike oul
these words, and allowing the use of
carriages, was a counsideration for the
convenience of ladies who had votes.
The objection that weighed with the

~ Assenbly was that to allow the free use

of vehicles at elections placed the candi-
date who could not afford to hire vehicles
at o disadvantage compared with the
more wealthy candidate.

M. ILLINGWORTH thought it was
undesirable to increase the cost of elec.
tions, and many a good man might be
kept outb of the town council through not
being able to afford to hire carriages for
the conveyance of his snpporters to the
poll, while the moneyed candidate would
have a distinet advantage. He hoped
the House would not accept the amend-
ment.

Amendment disagreed with.

Amendments 19 to 27, inclusive:

Put and passed.

Amendment, No. 28: Clause 99, sub-
clause (27).—Add the following new
paragraph :— ' Prohibiling any mmpure
* water, or any liquid matter of whatever
* description, being drained or allowed
“to flow from any house, land, or
* premises into or upon any street. foot-
“way, or gutter in the municipality, or
* heing thrown or placed thercon or
“ therein."”

Mr. RANDELL said this was the
clanse giving power to the municipal
councils to make by-laws for various
purposes, This question of dealing with
water lowing inte the street was discussed
in committee, and he thought the proposed
sub-clause would be unworkable as now
worded. He could understand the objec-
tion to allowing “impure” water to bhe
thrown inlo the streets or the footpaths,
but this sub-clause ' applied to “any
liquid mutter,” pure or impure, whole-
some or unwholesome. He noved that
the amendment be not agreed to.

Mz. JAMES pointed out that the in-
ference was irresistible, that the intention
of the amendment was to deal with
offensive liquid matter, as the context
clearly showed. He thought if the
word * offensive” were inserted before
“liguid matter’’ it would remove the
objection.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.



1212 Municipal Institutions Bill. [ASSEMBLY.]

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) moved that the word ‘¢ offensive ™
* be inserted before the word “ liquid.”

Question put and passed.

Amendment, as amended, agreed to.

Amendments Nos. 29 to 35, inclusive:

Put and passed.

Amendment No. 36.—Clause 155, sub-
clanse (3), strike out “Two pounds ten
shillings”’ and insert ** Three pounds” :

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

S. Burt) said this was the umendment
which had been the subject of the
Speaker’s ruling. [t dealt with the ques-
tion of the valuation of land for rat-
ing purposes. The clause as it left this
House provided that the annual value of
rateable land which was occupied shounld
in no case be deemed fo be less than
£2 10s. per cent. upou the capital
value, which the Legislative Council
desired o increase to £3 per centum.
The Speaker had ruled that this was a
direct infringement of the privileges
and rights of the Assembly. That
being so, the Government, without
expressing any opinion as to the value
of the amendment, felt that they wmust
support the Speaker in his ruling; there-
fore, it became his duty to ask the com-
mittee not to agree with this amendment.
At the same time, he might be pardoned,
perhaps, for pointing out that although
the question raised involved an important
principle, the difference (if any) between
the two Houses was simply a matter of
- one-half per cent.  Having regard, how-
. aver, to the principle involved, and to the
Speaker’'s ruling, he woved that this
amendment he not agreed to.

Motion put and passed.

Amendments Nos. 37 to 41, inclusive :

Put and passed.

At 630 pon. the CHagman left the
chair. ot

At 7-30 p.mn. the CrAtRMAN resumed
the chair,

Amendment No. 42 : Clause 168, sub-
clanse (6).—Add to the end of the sub-
clause :—* Provided, however, that the
“goods and chattels exempted from dis-
s tress or sale shall in no case exceed Ten
“ pounds in value :

Me. JAMES moved that the amend.
ment be not agreed to. This clause dealt
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with the right to levy distress in respect
of unpaid rates, and he submitted that it
came within the Speaker’s ruling, thaf
any amendment made by the Legislative
Council which altered the mode of levying,
or collecting, or the limit within which a
vate was leviable, was an infringement
of the privileges of the Assembly.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
5. Burt) could not agree that this was a
similar case at all to the case which had
called forth the Speaker’s ruling. It
seemed to him u very good prowviso, to
exempt from distress goods and chattels
exceeding £10 in value. It imposed no
burden upon the ratepayers, nor interfered
in any way with taxation, or anything of
the kind.

Tae CHATRMAN: The Speaker's
ruling last evening was that it was not
competent for the Legislative Council to
make any amendment in any Bill impos-
ing local taxation for local purposes, *if
suchk amendment alter the amount of a
vote, or change its duration, mode of
assessment, levy, collection, appropriation,
or management, or the persons who pay,
receive, manage, or control it, or the
limits withio which it is leviable.” I
rule that this amendment falls within the
constitutional objection.

Motion—That the amendment be not
agreed to, put and passed.

Amendments Nos. 43 to 52, inclusive:

Put and passed.

The House having resumed,

Tag CHAIRMAN reported that the
committee had considered the amend-
ments made by the Legislative Council
in the Municipal Institutions Bill, and
had agreed to some, had not agreed to
others, and had amended one.

Ordered—That the consideration of
the committee’s report be made an order
]of the day for Thursday, Ist Novem.-
her,

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt} moved that Mr. Randell, Mr.
James, and the Mover be appointed a
committee to draw up reasons for the
inahility of the Assembly to agree to
certain amendments made by the Legis-
lative Council.

Question put and passed.

Ordered—That the consideration of the
committee’s reasons be made an Order
of the Day for Thursday, lst Novem-
her,
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The House went into committee for the
further consideration of the Estimates.

Harbour and Light, £9,748:

Put and passed.

Government Stovekeeper, £4,255 4s. :

Me. LEAKE asked whether it was not.
a fact that the Government Storekeeper
had lately had double duty cast upon
him, in connection with the management
of the railway stores? If so, how was
it that he was not down for any increase
of salary, although other officers who
had not been so long in the service had
been more liberally freated in that
respect? He understood this officer
discharged his duties with energy and
with zeal.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said it was true the Gtovernment Store-
keeper now had control over all the
stores, including the railway stores; but,
although be had had a greater responsi-
bility cast upon him, and additional duties,
his staff had also been increased. He
really thought that £400 a year was not
an illiberal salary for this officer. He
had received some increase within the
last year or two, or, at any rate, since the
present Grovernment took office; and they
could not go on incressing salaries every
year. He was of opinion that the salary
of this officer at present was a fair one,
and therefore he had not recommended
any increase.

. SOLOMON called attention to
the discrepancy between the salarvies of
the accountant and of the storeman in
this department. He believed the store.
man’'s duties were not less important
than those of a clerk or accountant, and
he hoped this would be recogmised by o
corresponding increase of salary.

Vote agreed to.

Eeclesiastical Grant, £3,543 -

Mr. A. FORREST understood the
Government had agreed to make some
arrangement for capitulising this grant,
or reducing it by annual instalments.
Unless he got some promise from the
Government. thut they were going to do
something in that dirvection, he would
move that the grant be reduced. e
had no wish whatever to deal harshly
or unfairly with the Churches; he would
give them a lump sum, or some equivalent,
and get rid of this item from the Esti-
mates as soon as possible.
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Me. ILLINGWORTH thought the
understanding arrived at the other day
was that this vote was to Dbe reduced at
the rate of 10 per cent. annually, so that
it would disappear altogether at the end
of ten years. That was what the Attor-
ney (eneral suggested, and he under-
stood that was what the House assented
to.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
did not exactly remember the tenour of
the resolution moved by the hon. member
for (reraldton the other day, but, from
the discussion that took place upon it, he
understood that the general feeling ex-
pressed on both sides of the House was
that some arrangement should be made
for terminating this grant. The Attor-
ney General supgested it might be made
to terminate in ten years, by an annual
reduction ; but the hon, member for
Geraldton who was the mover in the
matter (and was now absent from Perth)
said he would be prepared to deal more
liberally with the Churches than that,
and he suggested that the present grant
be continued, without reduction, for ten
years, and then cease. Nothing was
definitely decided, but that waa the im-
pression left on his mind, and he thought
it was understood that the hon. member
would have brought forward some reso.
lution to that effect. Nothing, however,
had been done in the matter up to the
present time. Probably, if the hon.
member for Geraldton had been in his
place that evening, when the vote came
on, he would have moved in the matter,
For his own part, he thought they ought
not to be illiberal in dealing with this

nt. Tt had been established a long
while, and there were o good many vested
interests concerned; and he was sure no
one in that Houge wished to act harshly
towards the Churches in this natter. His
own opinion was that if they continued the
present grant for ten years, the Churches
ought to be satisfied. That wuas his
own view. The Government had not con-
sidered the matter since, because they
expected that someone would have moved
a resolution on the subject, so that the
question of the withdrawal of the grant
might be discussed. If members would
pass the grant now, ke woald undertake
in a day or two to submit a motion on
the subject for the consideration of the
House.
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Mr. RANDELL thought the sugges.

tion made by the Attorney (Greneral, that | Estimates,

the grant should be reduced 10 per cent.
annually, and so disappear at the end of
ten years, had been pretty gemerally ac-
cepted throughout the House. He did
not think any member would wish to act
in an illiberal manner as regards this
grant; there was no necessity to do so,
nor was theve any desire to do so, beyond
a general desire that the grant should
cease soon. Personally, he would prefer
to Bee it cense at once, giving the Churches
what might be considered a fair and
reasonable equivalent. He thought the
soouer some declsion was arrived at with
regard to it, the better it would be for
the Churches themselves. It was a grant
that had to he voted anew every year,
and gome day they might have a Parlia-
ment pledged to abolish the vote at once.
Therefore, the sooner some settlement
was arrived at, the better would it he for
those concerned. His own idea was that
it would be better to capitalise the grant
than to reduce it 10 per cent. every year,
until it disappeared.

Vote agreed to.

Literary, Scientific. and Agrievliural

Grants, £3,600:
. Me. R. F. SHOLT, asked why it was
proposed to increanse the grant to the
Victoria Librvary by £4007 Did the
Government propose to erect a new build-
ing for this library, or what ?

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
hoped they would be able fo erect a new
building sone day, but the reason for the
incrense was that the library comnittee
had secured the services of a new librarian,
who required a higher salary than the
old one, and it was also found that the
amouni previously granted was not suffi-
cient to do all that was necessary to he
done. There was also n small donation
made, on the recommendation of the
committee, to the laie librarian, who had
unfortunately become blind.

M=r. R. F. SHOLL asked why the
salaries of the officers commected with
this institution did not appear on the
Estimates, in detail ?

Tae PREMIER {Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said 1t was not looked upon as a Govern-
ment department, this institution. Tt
was managed by a committee, who ex.
pended the grant, as they thought proper.
That was the reason why the items of
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expenditure were not classified on these
The iuformation which the
hon. member required could be obtained
from the report of the Library Com-
mittee, which was laid before Parliament
every year,

Me. R. F. SHOLL said he fully
sympathised with the late librarian in his
affliction, but he objected to any public
money being voted in gratuities.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
explained that this was unot a gratuity;
the librarian's leave of absence was ex-
tended for six months, and he received
six monthy’ pay, The salary was a very
small one. The new librvarian received
£250.

Mr. RANDELL said he had heard
this library very highly spoken of by
vigitors from other colonies, as containing
an excellent collection of books, and that
the institution was a credit to the colony.
He had observed some correspondence in
the newspapers, commenting on the fact
that no colonial newspapers were to be
found in the library. He did not think
that the supplying of newspaper literature
came within the scope of this institution ;
it was intended to supply the public with
a higher and less ephemeral class of
literature, which was not obtainable at
the ordinary circulating libraries.

Mrg. JAMES thought if they admitted
newspapers at all into this Library there
was no reason why the leading Austra-
lasian papers should not find a place on
the table. He noticed that there were
several English, and some Scotch papers
taken in; surely such a paper as the
Auslralasiun or the Town and Country
would be more likely to interest and
instruct colonizl visitors than the Pall
Mall Budget or the St. James' Gazetle.
Tt they were yoing to have newspapers at
all, those of the sister colonies should
have a caim vpon us in preference to
foreign papers.  With regard to the
expenditure of the grant, he should like
to sce the salaries shown on the Esti-
wates, as in the case of the Bureaun of
Agriculture.

S J, & LEE STEERE, speaking as
one of the members of the Library Com-
mittee, said he should like to make a few
remarks with reference to the question of
newspapers. This was a matter that had
engazed the attention of the committee,
but the want of some roomm apart from



Estimales, 1894-5.

the library itself decided the committee
not to admit more vewspapers into the
library. 1In all public libraries in the
other colonies the newspapers were kept
in a separate room, as the constant
rugtling of the leaves by newspaper
readers had a disturbing effect upon the
student of books. But the present
accommodation at the Victoria Library
was totally inadequate for the require-
ments of that institution; in fact, as the
number of books aceumulated they would
gsoon have no place to put them. The
ghelves were now nearly full. There was
the nucleus of a very good library, but
they wanted more room ; and, when they
got it, he thought it would be advisable
to have the leading newspapers there.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
quite agreed that the present accommoda-
tion was inadequate, and he hoped the
Government would be able to do something
in the direction of providing better accom.
modation. No doubt, one of the wants
of the city was a commodious and well-
stocked public library and museumn ; and
he hoped they would be able to make
some provigion for that purpose another
ear.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH suggested that
a sunitable chamber should be erccted
adjoining the present Legislative As-
sembly building for the Legislative
Council ; they could then appropriate the
present site of the Couneil chamber for a
publie library and museum.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL thought the most
suitable site for a libraryv and museum
would be the sitc now occupied by the
Government Boys’ School.

Mr. LEAKE, referring to the grant
for agrienltural societies, said he noticed
this grant was considerably increased this
year. How was it proposed to allot this
grant ¥

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
snid the practice in Lhe past had been to
allot & certain amount {generally £25) to
each agricultural society. He believed
the Royal Agricultural Society received
£100. The intention of the Government
was to increase these grants this year, and
give them a little more than £25, which
geemed a paltry sum to contribute to
these agricultural associations. As the
country progressed and the revenue
expanded, soalso ought they to contribute
a little more to encourage horticulture
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and agriculture throughout the various
districts of the colony. He was aware
it might be said by some members that
the more the Government contributed
to these societies the less would the
people themselves contribute ; but he had
felt for a long time that this pittance of
£25 was really too small, and that the
least they should contribute should be
£50. This was the reason why the vote
was increased.

Mr. LEAKE suggested that instead of
doling out a paltry sum to each of these
little petty societies all over the colony,
they should endeavour to encournge the
amalgamation of these local societies, and
the holding of one really good representa-
tive show. Instead of giving £25 to the
York Society, and £25 to the Northam
Society, and £25 to the Newcastle Society,
and £25 to the Beverley Society, let the
Government give a decent sum, say £200
or £250 to the Eastern Districts, and let
the societios combine, and have one really
good show, The same with other districts
of the colony. Surely it would do in-
finitely more good than having a paltry
little show in every litlle town. Owing
to the amount of local jealousy that
existed, these societies would never amal-
gamate and make one united effort, unless
they were forced to do so, by withdraw.
ing the local grants, and contributing a
substantial subsidy towards having a
really representative show in one part of
the district. It would do more good to
the farmers than any Agricultural Bank,
or any other of the Premier’s particular
fads would.

Mr. A. FORREST said it was very
evident that the hon. member for Albany
did not travel much in the country
districts, otherwise he wonld never have
suggested that these agricultural socie-
ties should amalgamate. The various
districts would never cousent te that.
His own opinion was that these local
shows, although they were small, did an
immense amount of good. It brought the
settlers of the district together, once u
year, and encouraged local competition.
If they were only to have one central
show, it would be found that people
would not iravel a long distance to attend
it. Take the Guildford show, for in-
stance; how many people from Albany,
Bunbury, Geraldton, and other parts of
the colony attended that show? Very
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few, indeed, outside Perth, Fremantle,
and Guildford. If he were a betting
man, he would venture to say there
wouldn’t be a hundred settlers attending
the Royal Agricultural Society’s show this
year from the outside districts,

Mr. JAMES agreed with what had
fallen from the hon. member for Albany.
If they had a rule, the effect of which
was that every ‘‘twopenny-ha'penoy ™
society that liked to call itself an agri-
cultural or horticultural society, was en.
titled to receive £25 or £50 frow the
Government, they simply gave a bonus
for inereasing the number of such societies
all over the colony, for no earthly purpose
than to give a fow people an opportunity
of having a glass of beer together, and a
wretched show of local products. He
did not often attend these bucolic gather-
ings, but he had heard frequent remarks
about their inutility. He did unot think
the Legislature was justified in voting
£1,200 a year for the sake of giving
these people an opportunity of coming
into town, huve a glass together, shake
hands, and then go ont again, and calling
it encouraging agricultuve. He should
like to see the Govéernment adopting
some steps to encourage the amalgama-
tion of these local societies, as suggested.

Me. PIESSE thought there was a good
deal in what the hon. member for Albany
had said. If one really good show could
be held in one town in each district in
succession, and a2 substantial subsidy
granted to induce a hewlthy spirit of
competition between the vavious districts,
the beneficial result would be greater than

{Jresent There was u great deal of
]La. ousy at present between these dis-
trict societies, and a nurrow spirit of
localist, which should not be encouraged.
Tt was all very well to have a local show
in every town in the district, in duys
gone by, when there were no facilities of
transport or means of communication
between various parts of the country;
Lbut now, with railway communication,
there was no longer the same excuse for
each locality having its own local show,
which he was afraid did not confer much
benefit upon agriculture.

Mr. BOLOMON thought it would be
an improvement in every way if the
amalgamation of these local societies
could be brought about. It would give
a moch greater impetus to agriculture,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Estimates, 1894- 5.

and do more to encourage a spirit of
emulation and rivalry amongst the various
districts than te have a number of paltry
shows in each district, confined to a few
local farmers.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmicn) said
that on visiting the Eastern Districts,
some years ago, during the progress of
these agricultural exhibitions, it fell to
his ot to offer a few remarks to improve
the occasion; and he then made the same
suggestion, that it would benefit the diz-
trict societies if they were to amalgumate
and have one good show. He could
assure the House that the suggestion was
simply scouted, utterly scouted. They
would scarcely listen to him, and he was
unable to convince them that any benefit
whatever would accrue from an amalga-
mation of these societies. It seemed to
him it would be useless on the part of
Pasliament or of the Government to dwive

- these societies to do that which they did

not wish to do. It might be said that
the grant should he \Vlthclmwn but he
thought that would be a great pi'r.y, for,
after all, these shows, though they were
only small affairs, no doubt did an amount
of good, locally. There was anofther
point to be borne in mind : if these shows
were only leld in each town, in its furn,
every three or four years, assuming that
there would be a considerable increase of
exhibits, additional accommodation i
each town would have to be provided,
which would mean an additional expense;
and the probability was that, ag the show
ounly came round once i three or four
years, these grounds and any buildings
on them would in the meantime be
neglected, and be allowed to fall into
disrepair.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. 'W. Venn) thought
these local shows did a considerable
amount of good in their way, and might
do a great deal more good if the societies
were conducted with a little more energy
and intelligence, There was a strong
local feeling in favour of continuing them,
and, if the subsidy were withdrawn alto-
gether, he did not think these local fair
days (for they were nothing else) would
be digscontinued. Nor did he think it
would be a good thing if they were dis-
vontinued. But he thought the national
show now held at Guildford shounld be a
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movable one, and held in different dis-
tricts in succession. He thought that
would do much more good than an amalga-
mation of local shows. He should like to
see the aubsidy to the National Association
increased, conditionally upon its shows
being held in different parts of the country
in succession, while at the samne time he
would continue the present grant to the
local shows.

Mr. LEAKE said as the Government
seemed inclined to discoarage the amal-
gamation of these parochial societies, he
would move that the proposed grant be
reduced by £400.

Question put and negatived.

Vote agreed to.

Burean of Agriculture, £2,600 :

Mer. RANDELL expressed his safis-
faction at sceing provision made for the
appointment of a Conservator of Forests.
He thought the time had arrived when
some steps should be taken not only to
preserve our own indigenous timber, but
also to introduce other timbers, suitable
to the climate, from other countries.
Perbaps the Premier would tell them
what the duties of this officer would be,
and the mtentions of the Govermment
with regard to forest conservation ?

Tue PREMIER (Hou. Siv J. Forvest)
said this department was under the
management of the Burean, nearly all
the members of which were also members

of that House, and who gave their ser-,

vices gratuitously to the country. They
bad, however, a paid secretary, whose
salary, on the strong recommendations
of the Bureau, was to be increased. They
also recommended the appointment of a
Conservator of Forests, at a salary of
£250, and that the vote for the general
purposes of the Bureau should be in.
creased, in order to enable them to extend
their operations. The Government looked
upon this matter in this light: here were
a number of experienced gentlemen who
were prepared to devote their services
gratuitously to- the encouragement and
improvement of agriculture and of other
cultures, and to the eradication of insect
pests and other diseases; and the Govern-
ment thought it was only right that
these gentlemen, who gave their services
to the country free, should have an oppor-
tunity of showing what they could do.
e believed the operations of the Burean
would be found to be very beneficial in
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many ways. They had also established
a journal, which was cireulated all over
the colony, and although he could not
say that he was a regular student of this
little journal himself, he believed it was
very much appreciated by people in
the country. He had heard from seve-
ral sources that it was calculated to do
a considerable amount of good in dis-
geminating information that would be
useful to our agrienlturaliste and others.
He thooght it was only proper that
they should give the members of this
Bureau a chance of showing what they
could do. He was sure they would not
waste the money at any rate; they were
all known to be very careful and exact
men, who would expend the funds at
their disposal to the best advantage.
With regard to the Conservator of
Forests, no doubt such an appointment
was greatly needed, not only in order to
preserve our own timbers, but also to
acclimatise useful varieties of other
timbers. The pine, for instance, grew
splendidly in this colony, and might be
largely utilised, thereby saving the colony
thousands of pounds anmually sent out
of the country for the introduction of
this and other soft woods. If they could
get a good man for this work at £250 a
year, he did not know that they could
spend £250 in o better way.

Mzr. A. FORREST said that when
this Bureau of Agriculture was estab-
lished, the Government asked for the
modest sum of £500 for it. He stated
then that the vote would soon have to be
increased, and the staff increased; and
they now found the Government asking
for £2,600 for this Board. No doubt
the members of the Board were very
carcful men with their own funds, but
how were they going to control the
expenditure of this grant, living, as they
did, in different parts of the colony, and
only meeting occasionnlly ? It wns well
Enown that £350 was not all the salary
which the secretary of the Bureaun
received; he also got his travelling
expenses, and, altogether, he probably
drew prefty near £500 a- yvear. [Mr.
Ricearpson: No, be doesn’t.] Astoa
Conservator of TForests, if this officer
could find some means for preventing
bush fives, which caused so much destrue-
tion of the country’s timber, he would be
well worth his salary. But he hoped the
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Government were not going to increase
the grant any more. .

Mr. LEFROY did not know that there
was any great necessity at present to take
active steps for the preservation of timber
in this colony. The great complaint of
people who settled on the land was that
1t was too much encumbered with timber,
and they found the settlers obliged to
resort. to burning the timber in all direc-
tions. The QGovernment exercised no
power over the timber on leasehold or
freehold lands; and how they were going
to preserve the timber on unoccupied
Crown lands he did not know. An
army of soldiers could not put out a
raging bush fire, much less conld one
mau.

M=z. RICHARDSON said the Con-

servator of Forests might not he able to
put out bush fires, but there was such a
thing as prevention, which was generally
regarded better than the cure; and some
steps might be devised to prevent these
bush firce. But that was not the object
of this appointment. Up to the present
we had been very prodigal indeed with
our timber. Young and medium-grown
wood was cut down ruthlessly in all
directions, and no steps taken to provide
for a future supply. This young timber,
if conserved for 10 or 15 years, would be
worth as many pounds as it was worth
shillings now. He thought the time was
not far distant when leaseholders would
not be allowed to destroy the valuable
timber on their land indiscriminately
and ruthlessly as they did now, and the
sooner we made some systematic efforts
for the conservation of our forests the
better.
. Mr. PIESSE also thought it very
necersary that some steps should be
taken to prevent the indiscriminute de-
struction of timber that was going on all
over the eolony. This wholesale destrue-
tion of one of the country’s most valuahle
regources would be deplored some day.
The country was being denuded in many
parts by bush fires and indiscriminate
ringbarking, and the sooner some check
was placed upon the present wholesale
denudation of the country’s timber the
bettar.

Mz. LEAKE asked what was the use
of a Couservator of Forests unless they
had his duties defined ¥  Was he to I a
free-lance, or was he to be under the

[ASSEMBLY ]
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control of that wmysterious body which
some people called the * Burroo ?”

Tae PREMIER (Hou. Sir J. Forrest)
thought everyone poussessed of ordinary
intelligence would know what the duties
of a Conservator of Forests would be.
The bon. member would lead them to
suppose that there never was sach an
appointment as this in the world. [Mke.
Leake: There never was here} For
one thing the timber regulations, which
were part of the land laws, required
altering, and the Government intended
to deal with them, in order that, while
granting facilities and licenses for the
cutting of timber, the young trees shonld
be protected, and ruthless destruction be
prevented. The Conservator of Forests
would look after this, and would see that
the immature wood was not cut ; he would
superintend the cultivation and impor-
tation of trees and plants that were
suitable for the country; also introduce
and try to cultivate soft woods, and gene-
rally Yook afier the timber industry of this
country.  Surely, speaking generally,
that was a sufficient description of the
duties of a Conservator of Forests. The
hon. member seemed to wish him to get
a dictionary and hunt up the word for
him. They all knew what *“forests™
were. They all knew what “conserving”
meant. If there was anything in the
country they should be proud of, it was

-their timber, and il was generally agreed

that some steps should be taken to con-
serve it. The Bureau of Agriculture had
recommended this matter to the attention
of the Government, and he thought their
advice shonld be followed. In South
Australia and New South Wales, a Con-
gervator of Forests had done much good ;
and there was a necessity in this colony
for some one who had an intelligent
inferest in the matter to take care of the
timber.

Mr. LEFROY said the timber vegu-
lations should be amended as a first
necesgity. Trees grew in this country more
guickly than the tinber could be cleared.

Mr. LEAKE asked for explanation of
the incidental expenses, £2,000.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the Insect Pests Bill, just passed,
would require administration.  The
Jowrnal published by the Bureau, and

o the inspection of imported truit trees,

&e., would alse require some expenditure,
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Mz. R. F. SHOLL hoped this vote
would not grow year by year. If the
accounts were submitted to this House,
the members could see whether the
money wag being wasted or wisely
expended,

Mer. THROSSELL said that, instead
of agricultural colleges, he and others
were hoping to see experimental farms
dotted all over the colony, and now was
the time, or never, to do this. Men
coming iuto the colony should be shown
how to cultivate the land, by having
object lessons presented to all, and he
thought that some expenditure in this
direction would be reproductive.

Mr. LEAKE said the -cat was out of
the bag at last. The £2,000 was ve-
quired for an experimental farm. That
was a “lnrge order” to spring on the
House. IF that was the intention, the
Government should come down with a
direct vote, and not try to bustle the
scheme through in this way.

Me. R. F. SHOLL asked whether the
intention was to expend the £2,000 on
one or motre experimental farms? If so,
2 special vote should be put on the
Estimates for the purpose.

Tre PrEmiBr (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
No; nothing of the sort.

Mzr. PTESSE said the reference made
to experimental farms by the hon. mewmber
for Northam was only his personal hope
that something would be done in that
direction. Unless those persons who
came to the eolony could be shown what
the land was capable of producing, how
vould people be expected to settle on the
goil? This item did not include any
sum for an experimental farm, but the
Bureau intended, under the item, to send
out seeds to different parts of the colony,
for enabling farmers to show what results
they could produce from the seeds. The
item also included the cost of printing
the Journal, which had become an insti-
tution in every part of the colony.

Vote put and passed.

Pensgions, £4,391 17s. 14.:

Mr. LEAEKE asked whether persons
joining the Public Service now became
entitled to pensions, or was the pension
system abolished ?

Tue PREMIER (-Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the Superannuation Act was still in
force.

[30 Ocr., 1894.]
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Me. R. F. SHOLL asked whether the
time had not arrived for some alteration
to be made in this direction, because the
Civil Service might have to be reduced
counsiderably if depression ensued.

Tue Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrvest):
Better repeal the Act, then.

Mr. R. ¥. SHOLL said the other
colonics had found it necessary to reduce
their Civil Services considerably, and this
colony would have to pay a large sum in
compensations when reduction Decame
necessary,

Me. LEAKE said a Civil Service in-
surance fund should be started, and he
hoped the Government would consider
the question during the recess. They
might establish a separate society for the
purpose of insurance, or make arrange-
ments with some of the established so-
cieties.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) said he had
taken this matter up about two years
ago, in connection with the Railway De-
partment, and he believed it was so far
advanced that the insurance companies
would now take up the question of msur-
ance in the way suggested by the hon.
wember for Albany.

Mr. JAMES asked whether the sug-
gested insurance scheme would do away
with pensions in the Railway Department ?

Tag COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) said there
was no pension system in the Railway
Department.

Mr. JAMES said the pension system
in the Government service should be
abolished. He looked forward to a time
when there would be a system of State
insurance. The Commissioner of Rail-
ways deserved all credit for the aclion
taken in his department, but the insurance
system should be kept in the bands of the
Govermmnent, and not be handed over to
any private company.

Mr. A. FORREST hoped the Govern-
ment would continue the system of
pensions. After a capable officer bhad
become entitled to a pension, he did not
sttempt to leave the service for other
employment. Men brought up in the
Glovernment service were generally unfit
to enter into other businesses. Although
the pension system in this colony had
been in operation about fifty years, the
total amount payable in pensions was
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only a little over £4,000 a year, and most
members must be astonished to find the
total so small

[ASSEMBLY.)

forward to the surety of a pension in !

their old age, and this was o compensa-
tion for the smallness of the salaries.
Even the member for Albany had had to
retire from the service, lately, because the
pay was small, and he counld not wait
long enough for a pension.

Vote put and passed.

Refunds, £600:

Put and passed.

Miseellaneouns Services, £21,632 13s. 2d.:

Mr. ILLINGWORTH, referring to
Item 1, “ Queen’s plates, Perth and Roe-
boarne, £200,” said public money should
not be voted for racing plates, and if the
vote had been in existence forty years,
the money had Leen wasted, because there
were few things more injurious to a State
than the practice of gambling which this
vote was caleulated to promote. Those
who engaged in horse racing should at
least pay for the sport, and not expect the
tazpayers to contribute. He moved that
the item be struck out.

Mr. A. FORREST said these plates
.were given for three-mile races, to improve
the breed of horses, and the export of
horses was formerly a considerable item
in this colony. The hon. member for
Nabnine should withdraw the amend-
went, as he could not be in earnest.

Mr. JAMES supported the amend-
ment. Most abuses were very old, and
after an experience of forty years they
found that, though this item was intended

to improve the breed of horses, yet the °

export of horses had now ceased.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)

asked the member for Naannine not to
press his amendment, because to strike
out the item without notice might be

doing injustice to the clubs, which might °

have made arrangements in expectation |

of receiving the usual grant. If the
House agreed that notice should be given
for discontinuing the Queen’s plates, the
Government would know how to act in
preparing the next year’s Estimates.
definite motion would be prefurable.

Mgz. R. F. SBHOLL said the Turf Club
in Perth could well afford to do without
this subsidy, as the club’s revenue was
increasing annually, He Dbelieved that,

A
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by improving the hreed of horses; but
the grant was no lenger required, the

Civil servants looked @ Turf Clulb being in o prosperous position.

Tar COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) said that,
unttl this House passed a resolution ta
the contrary, the Government had to put
this item on the Hstimates, because it
was a sort of promise on which these
clubs reckoned in nrranging their finances,
The proper course for those members who
objected to the subsidy was to move a
direct wmotion.

Mr. LEAKE said any suggestion
which had for its object the quelling of
the racing and gambling spirit in this
community would commend itself to the
House. He supported the amendment,
ag a member of the W, A. Turf Club
committee ; and he might tell the House
that the committee did not care a fig
whether they got this £100 or not. If
the money were voted, the committee
would take it. In the case of the Roe-
bourne Club, a hardship might be causzed
by stopping the subsidy, but that argu-
ment did not apply to the W.A. Turf
Club. He would, therefore, support a
reduction of £100, if proposed.

Mg. H. W. SHOLL said these plates
did not encourage gambling. In the
Roebourne district these plates had
induced the breeding of some of the hest
horses ihat ever appeared on the course.
There was no more gambling in this than
in buying land as a speculation,

Me. MORAN said that following on
the suggestion that it would be good
policy to allot this money to young clubs,
he knew of two clubs that would not only
be thankful for a grant of £100, but
would stand a champagne supper on the
night of the races. The Yilgarn Racing
Club would be a suitable object for a
donation of £100 this year, and in every
year that a new racing club came into
existence o grant of £100 might be made
to it.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH said this might
be a matter for laughter and joking to
some members, but, in opposing this
grant, he was never more serious in his

. hife, because the racecourse evil was one

so far as the Perth district was concerned, |

the grant in the past had done its work

of the worst that afflicted society, and
this grant gave a distinct countenance to
the evil thing, He was much more con-
cerned about the improvement of the
character of men thun an improvement in
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the breed of horses. As to the withdrawal
of this vote bheing a disappointment to
the clubs, there wus the assurance of vne
member of a club that his committee did
not care whether this money was voted or
not,  He would withdraw his amenrdment,
and wove to reduce the amount by £100,

which could go to the Roebourne Club, .

He simply wished to meet the views of
hon. members.

Motien, by leave, withdrawn,

Mg, ILLINGWORTH moved, as an
amendment, in Item 1, that the words
“ Perth and "™ be struck out, and that the
wmount be reduced by £100.

Mg. LEFROY said the better course
would be to pass the itewn for this year,
and, if it was the genorul wish of the
House, u distinet motion could be made
afterwards, affirming that the Queen’s
Plates shouild be abolished. Hveryone

[30 Ocr., 1894.]

was opposed to the principle of gambling,

but there was no gambling in an honest
horse race; and althbough some persons
did run horses dishonestly, yet that was
no reason why the sport should be con-
gidered a dishonest sport. There wus
dishonesty in most things.

Mr. A. FORREST hoped the Govern-
ment would support the itew as it stood,
and that they would not back down now,
after having put the itemw in the Estimates,
for if they did they would find later on
that some of their suppurters wounld vote
the other way.

Mr. WOOD endorsed the remarks of

the item.

Trs PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the Governwent would support their
own Estimates, but, after hearing the

speech of the hon. member for Albany, .

his intention was not to call for a division,
because, if the Perth Club did not want
this money, he was not anxious to vote
it for them. If the House wished to get
rid of this item, it should pass a resolu-
tion to that effecs. Although the Govern-
ment would support their Estimates, they
would not call for a division on this item.

Mg. JAMES said the House should
not continue to vote money to clubs that
were avowedly wealthy enough fo do
without it, and the Perth Club counld do
without it, at any rate.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL, referring to Ttem
5, “Incidental expenses, £3,000,” said
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this item was increasing enormously, and
under it the Government had been ex-
pending wmoney itlegally instead of asking
for specific votes, He found that £110
18s. 8d. had been expended out of this
item for travelling expenses, whereas
there was a separate amount voled for
that purpose.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the hon. member was confusing the
matter. Referring to the return which
had been supplied to the hon. member,
he (the Premier) aflirmed there had been
no money illegally expended.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL said this * Miscel-
lapeous” item was being abused, and he
would, as a protest, move that the amount
he reddced by £1,000.

Mr. JAMES asked what the £3,000
was wanted for,

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said it was required for everything thai
was not otherwise provided for. A return
showing the expenditure would be pre-
sented, if moved for. After the remarks
about the illegal expenditurc of £110
18s. 6d., as alleged by the hon. member
for the Gascoyne, he had looked up the
figures, and found, as he expected, that

"the amount was not paid out of this item

last year, but out of a separate item of

- *“Travelling expenses of officials,” which

did not appear in the present Estimates,

. as those expenses were puw charged to

| for specifically in the Estimates.

the several departments under the new

+ arrangement. This “Miscellancous” itenn
the niember for the Moore, and supported - 5 an o

was the only one available for any unfore-
seen expenditure that was not provided
The
Government mugt have some vote to come
and go on; and, considering the large
transactions going forward in the colony,
the amount of £3,000 was not large. He
would have pleasure in presenting a
return of last year's expenditure under
this item, if moved for.
Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. JAMES, veferring to Item 14,
“ Reprinting statutes, £2,000,” said be
was ‘glad to see this item, because it was
really time for the statutes to be revised
and reprinted. They were formerly sent
to Melbourne tu be printed, and were
done in a scandalous manner.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again. ‘



Loan Itens.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
moved that the House, at its rising, ad-
journ until Thursday, 1st November.

Question put and passed. :

The House adjonrned at 108 o'clock

p-m.

Legtslative Conneil,

Thursday, 1st November, 1894,

Loan Ttems: procedure as to—Leave of Absence to Hon.
H. J. Saunders — Agricultural Bank Bill : third
reading—Police Act Amendment Bill: third read-

* ing—Constitution Act Further Amendment Bill:
second reading : committes; third reading—Lonan
Bill: Legislative Assembly’s Message ; committes:
third reading--~Droving Bill : cnmmit{:aa—-ﬂl.ilwnys
Act Amendment Bill: first rending—Adjonrnment.

Tee PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.
Shenton) tock the chair at 4-30 o'clock
pm.

PRrAYERS.

LOAN ITEMS—PROCEDURE AS TO.

Tue Horv. E. H. WITTENOOM, by
leave, without notice, asked whether the
Government. would undertake to make
each railway mentioned on the Schedule
in the Loan Bill the subject of a separate
Act or Bill.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker): Yes.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE '1'0 THE HON.
H.J. SAUNDERS.

Tre COLONIAT SECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker) moved by leave, without
notice, that leave of absence for one week
be granted to the Hon. H. J. Saunders
on account of illness.

Question pnt and passed.

[COUNCIL.] Constitution Act Amendment Bill.

THE AGRICULTURAL BANK BILL.
; THIRD READING.

v 'This Bill was read a third time, and
+ passed.

POLICE ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
THIRD READING.
This Bill was read a third time, and
passed.

CONSTITUTION ACT FURTHER AMEND-
MENT BILL.

BECOND READING.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker): Hon. members are aware
that under the Constitution Act of 1889
there are certain penalties relating to
persons who enter into contracts with
the Government. A contract under that
Act is a very wide term, and it includes
almost all engagernents entered into by
persons with the Government. It may be
that some persons have unwittingly
offended against the Act, and have
rendered themselves liable to the penalties
of the Statute. In view of this, the
Government have passed through the
Assembly this Bill, which reduces the
penalty of £300 in the original Act to
£200, as the sum payable every day a
person shall sit or vote when disqualified.
It is further provided by this Bill that all
actions shall he brought within three
months of the time the right to bring
them arose. At present there is no
limitation, and years after a person may
have unfortunately been a contractor
within the meaning of the Act, and voted,
he may have a writ issued against him
for the recovery of a penalty. The
Government and the members of the
Assembly think it fair and advisable to
limit the time in which these actions can
he brought to three months. There is a
further provision that a person bringing
an action of this kind must find security
for costs. At present, & man who owes
another a grudge may induce some person
who has not a farthing in the world to
bring an action against a member of
either House—it may be a groundiess
action, and after the case is heard
the unfortunate defendant, although he
. may have been perfectly in the right,

has to pay his own costs. It seems to

] me only reasonable that if persons bring

actions to recover penalties of this sori,



